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Washington “ Today, Congressman John W. Olver announced that Wednesday,                December 1st is World AIDS Day, an event that has been honored every                year since 1988.  Olver says this year is especially somber                because more than 2.6 million people died from AIDS this year --                the most since the epidemic began.  He noted that the deadly                HIV virus has infected 5.6 million people this year alone, bringing                the global total to 33.6 million.  (For more information on                World AIDS Day, please check out the following link or see 1-page                attached fact sheet.  http://www.avert.org/worldaid.htm)              

œAIDS has a devastating effect on the family structure in many                countries, leaving millions of children orphaned and more vulnerable                to HIV infections, poor health, and too little schooling,” Olver                said. œBy the end of 1999, AIDS will have left behind 11.2 million                orphans worldwide.”              

Rep. Olver led a bipartisan group of 54 House and Senate members                in fighting HIV/AIDS here in the United States and abroad.                 Olver and his colleagues were successful in garnering $190 million                for global HIV/AIDS programs and $10 million for children affected                by the epidemic. The funding, which was signed into law today by                President Clinton, will be used to expand essential treatment, prevention,                and education programs.              

Olver noted, œThe need for increased funding is punctuated with                every AIDS related death. Each death weakens the structure of families                and causes immeasurable harm to entire societies and economies.”              

In many parts of sub-Saharan Africa, where AIDS has had the most                devastating impact, over 25% of the population is infected with                a strain of HIV.  The crisis is deepening in Africa, unleashing                a rash of problems with severe consequences, including sexual exploitation,                dwarfed or dying economies, and the emergence of millions of orphans                whose fate is uncertain.              

œNow is the time to act as HIV/AIDS threatens to devastate other                highly populated places such as India, China, and Brazil. The funding                included in the FY2000 Foreign Operations Appropriations legislation                bill is an excellent opportunity for the U.S. to expand global HIV/AIDS                programs, thereby empowering developing countries to generate the                health care infrastructure necessary to deal with the crisis,” Olver                concluded.             
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